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U.S. Intelligence Erred, Missile
“Gap Never Existed, | Du]les Says

WASHINGTON ‘March 28 fro

(LD___ Allen W. Du¥]§§, for-
mer, dxrector af the Central Int |
.telligence Agency, says the Unit-
ed States overesnmated Rys”
sia's mlhtarx mtenuons in the
19605 — _birth to rumors
of a missile and bomber gap.

Dulles, in an article pubhshed
. yesterday, said such a gap nev’
er existed between the Sovnet
Union and the United States.

Hg..thus_copfirmed Secretary
of De f ense 3

al.n,. 19
_gap’ >which was one of
i the 'major . Democratic charges
.a,gamst the Eisenhower Admin-

istratwn ‘in the 1960 presidential |

campmgn
“In the April issue of Harper’s
agazine, Dulles said the CIA,
ponding to ‘‘great pressure”.

- ental ballistic missiles at a slow-
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the Department of Defense,
pi‘oduced projected Soviet mis-
 sile production figures on the
basis of thelr known - capabil-
ities.

But the CIA could only make
an educated guess, Dulles said,
of how fast the Russians would
produce missiles and bombers.
~As it turned out, the Russians
“decided to develop intercontin:

‘er, more orderly rate instead
of rushing their awkward, early,
ICBMs to launching pads, Dul-
les said.

When evidence of this ap-
'peared, Dulles said, the CIA

quickly lowered fts estimates.
The same was true of the ap;
parent Soviet decision in 1957
to limit heavy-bomber produc-
tion drastically.

“In this case, it was possibly
fortunate that we erred on the
side of overestimating the op-
ponent,” Dulles wrote. ‘‘All of
this intelligence spurred us to;
press forward with our own mis-
sile programs.”

Dulles retired in 1§62 after
eight years as chief of the CIA.‘




